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INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 


International application No. 
PCT/US04/40920 


Box No. I Basis of this opinion 


1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 




the international application in the language in which it was filed 


1 t a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of 
international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)). 


2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 


a. type of material 




1 | a sequence listing 




I | table(s) related to the sequence listing 




b. format of material 




I | on paper 




1 1 in electronic form 




c. time of fUmg/mrnishing 




| | contained in the international application as filed. 




| | filed together with the international application in electronic form. 


f | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 


3 • CD In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been 
filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in 
the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 


4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 bis.l (a)® with regarc 


1 to novelty, inventive step or industrial 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Claims NONE 
Claims 1-44 



_YES 
_NO 



Inventive step (IS) Claims NONE YES 

Claims 1-44 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-44 YES 

Claims NONE NO 

2. Citations and explanations: 
Please See Continuation Sheet 
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Box No. VH Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the internaional application have been noted: 

1 . Claim 1 is objected to under PCT Rule 66.2(a)(iii) as containing the following defect(s) in the form or contents thereof: 

The word " sending" in Claim 1 is misspelled 
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Box No. Vffl Certain observations on the international appBcation 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the questions whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

1, Claims 20, 39 are objected to under PCT Rule 66.2(a)(v) as lacking clarity under PCT Article 6 because claims 20, 39 are 

indefinite for the following reason(s): 

Claim 20 should depend on Claim 19 as opposed to Claim 1 for proper antecedent basis. Claim 39 should depend on 
Claim 35 as opposed to Claim 25 for proper antecedent basis. Appropriate correction is required. 
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International application No. 
PCT/US04/40920 



V. 2. Citations and Explanations: 

1 . Claim 1 is objected to under PCT Rule 66.2(a)(iii) as containing the following defect(s) in the form or contents thereof: 

The word " sending" in Claim 1 is misspelled 

2. Claims 20, 39 are objected to under PCT Rule 66. 2(a)(v) as lacking clarity under PCT Article 6 because claims 20, 39 are 
indefinite for the following reason(s): 

Claim 20 should depend on Claim 19 as opposed to Claim 1 for proper antecedent basis. Claim 39 should depend on Claim 
35 as opposed to Claim 25 for proper antecedent basis. Appropriate correction is required. 



3. Claims 1-44 lack novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Hall et al. (6,032,051). 

Regarding Claim 1, Hall teaches a method for sharing user information in a wireless communication network, the 
method comprising: sending an alert from an originator to a target, the alert including information about the originator and 
requesting information about the target (Figure 4, Col. 3 lines 29 - 43); receiving information by the originator from the target 
in response to the alert (Figure 4, Col. 3 lines 29 - 43), and updating information in the originator about the target, based on 
the received information (Cols. 2 lines 1 - 9, 3 lines 29 - 43, in order for the originator (A) to be able to monitor the status of a 
member or members of a group said originator (A) will update the status information of said member or members upon 
receiving the PONG message). 

Regarding Claim 7, Hall teaches a computer-readable medium embodying codes for implementing a method for 
sharing user information in a wireless communication network (Cols. 3 lines 4 - 15, 5 lines 65 - 67, 6 lines 1 - 2), the method 
comprising: sending an alert from an originator to a target, the alert including information about the originator and requesting 
information about the target (Figure 4, Col. 3 lines 29 - 43); receiving information by the originator from the target in 
response to the alert (Figure 4, Col. 3 lines 29 - 43), and updating information in the originator about the target, based on the 
received information (Cols. 2 lines 1 - 9, 3 lines 29 - 43, in order for the originator (A) to be able to monitor the status of a 
member or members of a group said originator (A) will update the status information of said member or members upon 
receiving the PONG message). 

Regarding Claim 13, Hall teaches an apparatus for sharing user information in a wireless communication network, 

comprising: means for sending an alert from an originator to a target, the alert including information a bout the ori ginator and 
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The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the questions whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

1 . Claims 20, 39 are objected to under PCT Rule 66.2(a)(v) as lacking clarity under PCT Article 6 because claims 20, 39 are 

indefinite for the following reason(s): 

Claim 20 should depend on Claim 19 as opposed to Claim 1 for proper antecedent basis. Claim 39 should depend on 
Claim 35 as opposed to Claim 25 for proper antecedent basis. Appropriate correction is required. 
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requesting information about the target (Figure 4, Col. 3 lines 29 - 43); means for receiving information by the originator from 
the target in response to the alert (Figure 4, Col. 3 lines 29 - 43), and means for updating information in the originator about 
the target based on the received information (Cols. 2 lines 1 - 9, 3 lines 29 - 43, in order for the originator (A) to be able to 
monitor the status of a member or members of a group said originator (A) will update the status information of said member 
or members upon receiving the PONG message). 

Regarding Claim 19, Hall teaches an apparatus for sharing user information in a wireless communication network, 
comprising: a memory unit (Figure 3, Col. 3 lines 9 - 1 1 ); a receiver; a transmitter (Figure 3, Col. 3 lines 1 1 - 15, in order to 
communicate bi-directionally the wireless communication device (31) must have a transmitter and receiver); and a processor 
coupled to the memory unit, the receiver, and the transmitter (Cols. 5 lines 65 - 67, 6 lines 1 - 2), the processor being 
capable of: sending an alert from an originator to a target, the alert including information about the originator and requesting 
information about the target (Figure 4, Col. 3 lines 29 - 43); receiving information by the originator from the target in 
response to the alert (Figure 4, Col. 3 lines 29 - 43), and updating information in the originator about the target, based on the 
received information (Cols. 2 lines 1 - 9, 3 lines 29 - 43, in order for the originator (A) to be able to monitor the status of a 
member or members of a group said originator (A) will update the status information of said member or members upon 
receiving the PONG message). t 

Regarding Claim 25, Hall teaches a method for sharing user information in a wireless communication network, the 
method comprising: sending at least one alert from an originator requesting information about at least one target user 
(Figure 4, Col. 3 lines 29 - 43); receiving information by the originator in response to the alert (Figure 4, Col. 3 lines 29 - 43), 
and updating information in the originator about the target the target user, based on information received (Cols. 2 lines 1 - 9, 
3 lines 29 - 43, in order for the originator (A) to be able to monitor the status of a member or members of a group said 
originator (A) will update the status information of said member or members upon receiving the PONG message). 

Regarding Claim 30, Hall teaches a computer-readable medium embodying codes for implementing a method for 
sharing user information in a wireless communication network (Cols. 3 lines 4 - 15, 5 lines 65 - 67, 6 lines 1 - 2), the method 
comprising: sending at least one alert from an originator requesting information about at least one target user (Figure 4, Col. 
3 lines 29 - 43); receiving information by the originator in response to the alert (Figure 4, Col. 3 lines 29 - 43), and updating 
information in the originator about the target user, based on the information received (Cols. 2 lines 1 - 9, 3 lines 29 - 43, in 
order for the originator (A) to be able to monitor the status of a member or members of a group said originator (A) will update 
the status information of said member or members upon receiving the PONG message). 

Regarding Claim 35, Hall teaches an apparatus for sharing user information in a wireless communication network, 
comprising: means for sending at least one alert from an originator requesting information about at least one target user 
(Figure 4, Col. 3 lines 29 - 43); means for receiving information by the originator in response to the alert (Figure 4, Col. 3 
lines 29 - 43), and means for updating information in the originator about the target user, based on the information received 
(Cols. 2 lines' 1 - 9, 3 lines 29 - 43, in order for the originator (A) to be able to monitor the status of a member or members of 
a group said originator (A) will update the status information of said member or members upon receiving the PONG 
message). . 

Regarding Claim 40, Hall teaches an apparatus for sharing user information in a wireless communication network, 
comprising: a memory unit (Figure 3, Col. 3 lines 9 - 1 1); a receiver; a transmitter (Figure 3, Col. 3 lines 11-15, in order to 
communicate bi-directionally the wireless communication device (31) must have a transmitter and receiver); and a processor 
coupled to the memory unit, the receiver, and the transmitter (Cols. 5 lines 65 - 67, 6 lines 1 - 2), the processor being 
capable of: sending at least one alert from an originator requesting information about at least one target user (Figure 4, Col. 
3 lines 29 - 43); receiving information by the originator in response to the alert (Figure 4, Col. 3 lines 29 - 43), and updating 
information in the originator about the target user, based on the information received (Cols. 2 lines 1 - 9, 3 lines 29 - 43, in 
order for the originator (A) to be able to monitor the status of a member or members of a group said originator (A) will update 
the status information of said member or members upon receiving the PONG message). 

Regarding Claims 2, 8, 14, 20, Hall teaches all of the claimed limitations recited in Claims 1, 7, 13, 19. Hall further 
teaches wherein said sending includes sending a group alert to a group of targets (Col. 3 lines 29 - 43), said receiving 
includes receiving information from the group of targets (Col. 3 lines 29 - 43), and said updating includes updating 
information about the group of targets (Cols. 2 lines 1 - 9, 3 lines 29 - 43, in order for the originator (A) to be able to monitor 
the status of a member or members of a group said originator (A) will update the status information of said member or 
members upon receiving the PONG message). 

Regarding Claims 3, 9, 15, 21, Hall teaches all of the claimed limitations recited in Claims 2, 8, 14, 20. Hall further 
teaches updating information in at least one target based on information received from the originator (Col. 3 lines 29 - 43). 

Regarding Claims 4, 10, 16, 22, Hail teaches all of the claimed limitations recited in Claims 2, 8, 14, 20. Hall further 
teaches updating information in at least one target based on information received from at least another target in the group 
(Cols. 2 lines 1 - 9, any group member, which comprises a target, can monitor the status of other group members, which 
comprises targets,' thus any group member has the capability to update the status information of the other group members). 

Regarding Claims 5, 11, 17, 23, Hall teaches all of the claimed limitations recited in Claims 1, 7, 13, 19. Hall further 
teaches wherein said information includes presence information (Figure 17, Cols. 4 lines 8 - 21 , 6 lines 54 - 60, on/off is 

presence information). B . A t . _ . , _ , ft ... 

Regarding Claims 6, 12, 18, 24, Hall teaches all of the claimed limitations recited in Claims 1, 7, 13, 19. Hall further 
teaches wherein said information includes location information (Figure 1 7, Col. 6 lines 54 - 60, L=lunch or M=meeting is 

location information). ,. , . A1 . „ „ ^„ A „ , , M 

Regarding C^ims 96. 31. 36. 41. Hall teaches all of t h* claimed limitations recited in Claims 25, 30, 3 5, 40, Hall 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Supplemental Box) (April 2005) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/US04/40920 



Supplemental Box 

In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 

further teaches wherein said requesting includes requesting information about a group of target users (Col. 3 lines 29 - 43), 
and said receiving includes receiving information as to whether the group is active or passive (Figure 17, Cols. 2 lines 1 - 9, 
6 lines 54 - 60, idle is passive, busy is active). 

Regarding Claims 27, 32, 37, 42, Hall teaches all of the claimed limitations recited in Claims 25, 30, 35, 40. Hall 
further teaches wherein said requesting includes requesting information about a group of target users (Col. 3 lines 29 - 43), 
and said receiving includes receiving information as to which target user in the group is registered (Figure 17, Cols. 4 lines 8 
-21,6 lines 54 - 60, if the device is switched on said device is registered). 

Regarding Claims 28, 33, 38, 43, Hall teaches all of the claimed limitations recited in Claims 25, 30, 35, 40. Hall 
further teaches wherein said requesting includes requesting information about a group of target users (Col. 3 lines 29 - 43), 
and said receiving includes receiving information as to which target user is participating in a current communication session 
(Figure 17, Cols. 2 lines 1 - 9, 6 lines 54 - 60, idle is passive, busy comprises participating in a current communication 
session) 

Regarding Claims 29, 34, 39, 44, Hall teaches all of the claimed limitations recited in Claims 25, 30, 35, 40. Hall 
further teaches wherein said requesting includes requesting information about a group of target users (Col. 3 lines 29 - 43), 
and said receiving includes receiving location information for the target users (Figure 17, Col. 6 lines 54 - 60, L=iunch or 
M=meeting is location information). 



4. Claims 1-44 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(4), and thus have industrial applicability because the subject 
matter claimed can be made or used in industry. 
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